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This is a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all ac- 
ceptation, that Chriſt Feſus came into the world 


to ſave ſinners; of whom I AM CHIEF. 
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To the Rev. Mr. J. WESLEY. 


Honoured and dear Sir, 


HE profit which I have found in reading the 
lives of experienced Chriſtians, makes me the 
reader to comply with your requeſt, of ſelefting a few 
memoirs of my own unworthy life; hoping it may 
be of as great uſe to ſome ſimpl: ſouls, as things of 


a like nature have been 


BUFR AL any one to write 
he's / FO things, which 
were they to come 
from another hand; 55 nevertheliſs, are necd- 
Ful to be related. Again, there are ſeveral things 
which one would wiſh toe have buried in oblivion; 
and yet, an ingenuous mind cannot paſs them over. 
As the latter is really my caſe, it made me the 
more reluftant in publiſhing my own folly, 


J am, Ec. 


Nov. 1, 1779. THOMAS TAYLOR. 
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Mr. THOMAS TAYLOR. 


.\ Rothwell, near Leeds, in Yorkſhire, I was 
the youngeſt of eight children, ſeven of whom 
were ſons, and the eldeſt a daughter; fo that 

I was a ſeventh jon. My father had ſomething 
conſiderable to begin the world with; but proving 
unfortunate in buſineſs, he brought his family 
into a low condition ; eſpecially the younger part, 
which fell particularly on me who was the youngeſt 
of all by ſix years. I have heard much ſpoke 
in praiſe of my mother ; but ſhe died before I was 
a year old, which, I apprehend, was no ſmall loſs 
to me. I can but juſt remember my father, ſo 
that I was bereaved of both father and mother, 
before I was ſix years of age. I then fell into the 
hands of a ſtep-mother for ſome time, who took 
care of me, as if I had been her own child. I 
had, pretty early, ſomething of a turn for learning. 
My father and mother being Preſbyterians, I got 
the Aſſembly's — off by heart, when I was 
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but four years old, and faid it to the Miniſter, I 
had ſome viſits from the Divine Spirit very early; 
but having no one to encourage me they wore off. 
My natural temper was active, wild, and very 
miſchievous; and I was ſo known an offender in 
little unlucky pranks, that I have often ſuffered, 
though not guilty : for when the rcal delinquent 
could not be found out, rhe ſaddle was laid upon 
my back. Being of a turbulent, daring caſt, I 
often, when very little, ran mytelf into ou dan- 
gers by climbing up into high trees, and by many 
other things of a like kind, When I was between 
five and fix years of age, as I was walking by the 
river Calder, and trying how near the edge I could 
go, the ground gave way, and J fell in where it 


was very deep. My father, and ſome other men 


were at a little diſtance, and heard my cries as I 
fell in. They ran to me, and ſoon got me out, 
and found I was not much worſe. I often ram- 
bled away, even at that age, fo. that nobody knew 
where I was; and, being frequently pinched with 
hunger, I ſometimes ſtole fruit. Indeed I often 
rambled fo far that I knew not where I was; and 
ſometimes I had played: ſome unlucky pranks, and 
was ?fraid to return home. One day, being in 
my wandering humour, I got to a large farm houſe, 
and being ſauntring about, a Jarge, fierce bull-dog 
ran at me, ſeized me, and got me down, but only 
tore my clothes; how I was delivered I know not, 


for I do not remember any one near. 


Being ſeven years of age, T contracted the abo- 
minable habit of curſing and ſwearing, which never 
left me till I was brought to know myſelf. Being 
of a paſſionate 'temper, (Oh, could I write it in 
tears of blood!) I frequently blaſphemed in a rnoſt 
dreadful manner; nor did I ſtick at lying: yet, 
young as I was, I was not without checks 8. 
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God, and had L been under the care of any that 
knew how to manage me, it might have prevented 
many years of horrid impiety. 


When between nine and ten years of age, my 
eldeſt brother took me; deſigning I ſhould be 
brought up to his buſineſs, viz. a Clothier. No- 
thing could have been more deteſtable to me. I 
abhorred the name of a Clothier: yea, I heartily 
deſpiſed both him and his trade. This being the 
caſe, I was not very ſtudious to pleaſe him, which 
brought, what I thought, hard uſuage upon me ; 
and, after ſome time, I determined to decamp. 
But they query was, Whither ſhould I go? This 
I knew not; for though I had ſeveral relations in 
good circumſtances, yet I knew I ſhould meet with 
a cold reception from any of them, when they 
knew I had run away from my brother. Never- 
theleſs, being determined not to ſtay, my reſolu- 
tion was to go ſomewhere. | 


One morning, having done ſomething amiſs, 
rather by accident than deſign, I expected to meet 
with correction; and, to avoid it, ſet out faſting, 
about the middle of November. It was a hard 
froſt, and I was in poor habit, having on the worit 
clothes I had. I wandered all that day, not know- 
ing (nor indeed much caring) what would become 
of me. I was very hungry, and ſorely pinched 
with cold. I picked the heps from the hedge, and 
about eight o'clock: at night came to another bro- 
ther's houſe, eight or nine miles from where I ſet 
out in the morning. When I came there, though 
I was cold and: hungry, I durſt not for ſome time- 
go in, as I was not in the dreſs of a viſitor. How- 
ever, at laſt J ventured in, and my reception was 
far more agreeable than I expected; the next day 
I- was treated civilly, fo that I begun to hope that 
, A 3 1 was; 
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J was to ſtay there. But, alas ! on the third day, 
1 was eſcorted back to my former quarters, though 
much againſt my inclination. Nevertheleſs, I de- 
termined to make my eſcape again the firſt oppor- 
tunity; which in a fortnight aſter I effected. 


I remembered, my nurſe uſed to ſhew great fond- 
neſs for me, I therefore ſet out and marched: thi- 
ther, about nine or ten miles off, in the ſame garb 
in which I had fled before. Though I was received 
| tolerably well, yet my dreſs ſhewed me to be a run- 
a-way ; fo that they were at a loſs how to treat me. 
— This was not far from that brother's houſe where 
| I fied before, to whom I now paid another viſit ; 
but here I was treated roughly, and in a few days 
was, by main force, conducted back to the place 
from whence I came. Yet, I was determined not 
to ſtay there. But I thought I ſhould ſucceed 
better, if I could decamp in a better dreſs; there- 
fore I _— how to get ſome of my better 
clothes. T*got a quantity of them together, and 
reſolved to march by night, ſeeing there was no 
probability of doing it by day. This was a pretty 
daring attempt for a boy of ten years old. But the 
clothes were found before night, and the cauſe ſuſ- 
pected, for which I underwent a ſevere beating. 
This was one of the worſt methods which could 
have been taken; for it only confirmed my reſo- 
lution not to ſtay. I then thought the likeheſt 
N way to effect my cſcape would be to go on a Sun- 
0 day, when trimmed up in my beſt faſhion. This 
| I therefore reſolved upon, and accordingly I put on 
two ſhirts that I might have a change; but unfor- 
tunately it was diſcovered as ſoon as I came down 
ſtairs, ſo that I was ordered to ſtrip, and under- 
went again a ſevere diſcipline. 
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I was now a pretty cloſe priſoner, and eſpecially 


on 
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on Sundays. However, one Sunday, being equipt 
in my beſt, I waited all day for the opportunity, 
but could not get my hat: Finding that to be the 
caſe, I ſer out bare-headed; and ran for life; deter- 
mining that night to go to my nurſe's, and then 
to ramble where J ſhould not be known. I got 
thither, and was vaſtly pleaſed with myſelf, think- 
ing now I ſhould gain my utmoſt deſire; but while 
I fat by the fire, who ſhould come riding to the 
door but my brother, who had taken horſe and 
purſued me, and though it was now- night, yet 
ſome people had taken notice while it was day- 
light, of a ſtrange boy going in great haſte without 
a hat: ONS means he eaſily gueſt where I was 
gone. ell; back again I was brought; 'but 
with as fixed a reſolution as ever that I would not 
ſtay, Being now almoſt a cloſe priſoner, I was 
kept in mean habit; but that was nothing to me. 
A day or two after Chriſtmas-day, I made my 
final eſcape. And now I entered upon a ſcene of 
diſtreſs indeed ! What I endured from hunger and 
cold, no one knov's but myſelf. My caſe was 
ſingular : I had relations living in afluence, on the 


right hand and on the left, while I ſhould have 


been glad of the fragments which their ſervants; 
yea, perhaps, their dogs deſpiſed. That winter 
was particularly ſevere, and it was juſt at the 
depth thereof. My friends thought to ſtarve me 
back again to my eldeft brother; but I had an un- 
conquerable averſion both to him and His trade. 
I would juſt remark here, the impropriety of fixing 
boys to any buſineſs ſo much againſt their ineli- 
nations: It ſeldom fares better with- them, and 
ſometimes proves their ruin. 


Finding nothing could make me ſubmit to re- 
turn to my eldeſt brother, the other, to whofe 
houſe I firſt fled, took me, and after ſome time 
4 : put 
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not quite to my liking. Indeed my genius turned 
more for learning; but as I could not have my 
with, I was willing to comply. 


As I grew up, my habits of ſin multiplied, and 
my mouth was fraught with oaths, lies, and de- 
ceit. I loved finful recreations and fooliſh paſtimes 
to an immoderate exceſs, and ſoon became a pret- 
ty dexterous gambler, eſpecially at cards: And. 
having much pride and little money, was the more 
intent upon furniſhing myſelf that way. I wiſhed 
to aſſociate with thoſe whoſe circumſtances were 
better than,,my own, and ſtrove to equal them in 
dreſs and every thing elle. During this time, the 
Spirit of God was not wanting to call me, and 
ſometimes good reſolutions took place for a ſeaſon ; 
but no ſooner did a horſe-race, or party of pleaſure 
offer itſelf, than my reſolutions died away, and I 
was worſe again than ever: Yet I read the Bible, 
and got much light into many things. I knew I 
had not faith, and when at church (for I, went to 
church ſometimes) I durſt not repeat the creed; 
for I knew I was no believer, and though I could 
lie at other times, I would not lie there. I like- 
wiſe knew that I was not born again; but what 
the new birth was I knew not; nor had I any to 
tell me. I knew I was far from being what I ought. 
to be, but I thought I would be better when I Was 
a little older. 1 il | 376488, 


: | JOLY by NEE | fu PEAS 
When I was about ſeventeen, I heard that; emi- 
nent ſervant of God, Mr. //hiafield. The firſt 
ſight of his countenance ſtruck me. There was 
an immenſe multitude, and his voice was like a 
trumpet. , His text was, Rom. xiii. 11. {tis high 
time to awake out of ſleep, Ihe whole of the dif; 
courſe was attended with an amazing power, I be- 
keve to many: I am ſure it was to me. bak x 


put me out to a buſineſs that I leſs diſliked, though. 
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he addreſſed himſelf to the ſeveral ages of the large 
congregation before him, and among the reſt, to 
the young people, that took great hold on me. I 
did not obſerve any thing extraordinary in what he 
ſaid as to words; but there was ſuch an unction 
in his word as I had never felt before, I went 
home full of good reſolutions, now to break off 
all my bad practices. But, alas! this alſo proved 
as a morning cloud ! J was ſurrounded by ſuch as 
were utterly abandoned: So I foon returned with 
the dog to his vomit. Nay, I was worſe than 
ever; till happening to read the Pilgrim's Progtets, 
I had another powerful viſit from the Lord. But 
that alſo ſtaid but a ſhorr time, for my paſſions 
hurried me on with ſurprizing impetuoſity. 


I now left off attending any place of worſhip, 
and gave full ſcope to every wretched diſpoſition. 
I had a brother living at ſome diſtance, who had 
been awakened ſome time. But I had long taken 
my leave of him, as his converſation did not at all 
ſuit my inclination. I uſed to wrangle with him as 
well as I could, yet 1 left an impreſſion 
upon my mind. But now, I never came! near 
him, being wholly taken up with things of another 
kind. In the midſt of my career [ was, very miſer- 
able; and when I was among my, jbvial com- 
panions, and faw every one around all joy aud glad- 
neſs, I was often exceedingly melancholy. and de- 
jected; though IL. aſſumed an air of cheerfulneſs. 
And often have I lain down in great terror with a 
« perhaps I may awake in hell?” A whim now 
came into my head to go into the, army. And a 
party of horſe being at this time recruiting in 
Hufe, and an acquaintance of wine entering 
himſelf a volunteer, I needed but little ſolicitation 
to follow his ſteps. I therefore went to the Officer, 
and being young and pretty well made, was very 


( 10 ) 
acceptable. But upon trial, I was about half an 


inch beneath the ſtandard, and therefore he could- 
not take me. | 1 
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This gave a check to my career in ſome mea- 
ſure; but I ſoon returned to my former conduct, 
abandoned to every thing my age and circum- 
ſtances could admit of. I cannot ſay that drinking 
had much influence over me; yet 1 have been in- 
toxicated ſeveral times; and once, not long be- 
fore I was awakened, and coming home in the 
night with others, we had a ferry to croſs ; While 
the boat was coming, being bereaved of my ſenſes, 
I ſtumbled, and had it not juſt then come to ſhore 
I ſhould have tumbled into the water, and in all 
likelihood have been loſt eternally. However, I 
took my leave of getting drunk, and do not re- 
member hat fin ever took me captive. ſince. 
Nevertheleſs, in other reſpects I was as bad as ever, 
nay, even worſe; for as I was now grown up, my 
nabits of ſin were ſtronger and more enlarged. -- - 


As I had given up going to any place of worſhip, 
ſo I had in a good meaſure dropped my reading too. 
But ſtill my conſcience was not quite aſleep ; f had 
very uneaſy moments. But IJ ran into wild com- 
pany and diverſions as ſoon as I could; and it 
was a mercy that I had not more money, for that 
would have added fuel to the fire; and though 
nothing is impoſſible with God, yet in all human 
robahility, I ſhould never have been faved. 

hus lay. my poor ſoul in ruins, when in the be- 
ginning of the year 1758, the Lord, by a kind 
chain of providences, was pleaſed to arreſt me in 
my full career of ſin. WE 


| "There was'a young man, with whom I had been 
a companion for ſeveral years : he had ag A 
2 N * ever, 
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fever, and during his illneſs had been awakened, 


* and had contracted an acquaintance with the In- 
7 dependents. He perſuaded me one Sunday to go 
hear his Miniſter; to oblige him I went. The 
1 text was, They that be tohole need not a phyſician, but 
hy they that are fick. While the Preacher. was de- 
bf ſeribing the maladies of a ſick ſoul, ſeveral drunken 
8 men came in, and were very rude. Partly with 
1 what the Miniſter faid, and partly by being ſtruck 
*) With their behaviour, I never felt myſelf fo affected 
ry in all my life. I plainly ſaw there muſt be a 
le change, or I was undone for ever. Yet I cannot 
8, ſay that I was in ſuch terror as might have been 
4 expected from ſo ſhibborn a ſinner. The uſual 
ll temptation awaited me when I came home; nor 
I did I wholly eſcape free. But my deſires and con- 
Ny victions continued all that week, and on Sunday I 
Co went to the ſame place of worſhip again; and I now 
er plainly ſaw I muſt give up my companions or I 
ay could not be ſaved. But here was a difficulty: 


though very young, I had contracted an acquaint- 
ance with a girl, who was as thoughtleſs as myſelf 


ip, Being brought up in the ſame neighbourhood, a 
_ fondneſs had inſenſibly ſtolen upon us both. But 
3 however, as I was determined to fave my ſoul, 
N and as ſhe had a perfect antipathy to every thing of 
it the kind, it was not long before I got diſentangled: 
hat ſo that ſnare was alſo broken. * | 
n. | . mit 

— I now began to cry unto God in private, but was 
* ſorely tempted the firſt time I went to my knees. 
* I was afraid, either I ſhould drop down dead, or 
Aud the devil would appear to me, if not take me 


din away. I frequently thought ſatan was behind me 
N when I was praying, and was afraid to open m 
yes leſt I ſhould ſee him. Indeed it is an — 
e devil does not love, and which he will uſe every 
means to prevent. I began now to contract an 
| ac» 
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acquaintance with the people of the meeting, and 
was 2 * much taken notice of by them. Seve- 
ral of the:a had been joined with the Methodiſts, 
and gave ſuch an account of them that I had 
no deſire of being acquainted with them. One 
Methodiſt lived near me, and had a public meet- 
ing at his houſe every Sunday evening, to which I 
ſometimes went. He was uſeful to me, and might 
have been more ſo; but being more attached to the 
other people, I kept company with them only. 
Alleine's Alarm now fell into my hands. It de- 
ſeribed my caſe as exactly as if it had been wrote on 
purpoſe; fo that I prized it above rubies. I began 
to have viſits from the Lord, exceeding ſweet to 
my ſoul; but no one faid, © Now believe and 
thou ſhall be ſaved ;*” fo that I was like Samuel, I 
knew not the voice of the Lord. I began now to 
meet with a good deal of oppoſition ; my acquaint- 
ance la me to ſcorn, though whenever 
came near me, the Lord opened my mouth in ſuc 
a manner, that I could eaſily put them to filence. 
My maſter (for I was not yet out of my time) was 
ſour and much out of humour at times. He, and 
others, whom I was in ſome meaſure under, had 
no objection to a reformation in me; but now they 
ſuppoſed I was as mad one way as I had been the 
other. 1 continued to preſs forward, and the Lord 
continued to viſit me with taſtes of his love, which 
were exceeding precious to me. The time of 
Wakefield races drew on: many expected my reli- 
gion would be at an end, as they knew how paſ- 
| 33 fond i was of thoſe lying vanities; and 
indeed | was not without fear myſelf, not that I 
found the leaſt inclination to any thing of the kind, 
yet 1 knew not how it might be when the tune 


® This moſt uſeful book is now reprinted, and ay be had of 
Mr. R. Spence, bookſeller in Vork. 
| came, 
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came. But God took care of that; that fear was 


.of his planting, and was a means of driving me 
nearer to himſelf, 


One Lord's day evening, I was retired to my 
apartment for my uſual exerciſe of reading and 
prayer. While I was calling upon the Lord, he 
appeared in a wonderful manner, as with his veſ- 
ture dipt in blood. I ſaw him hanging on the 
croſs, and the fight. cauſed ſuch love to flow into 
my ſoul, that I believed that moment, and never 
ſince gave up my confidence. I had not then any 
particular promiſe applied ; but was enabled to 
caſt my foul upon that atoning Sacrifice, which 
I ſaw was made for my offences. I had nothing 
to truſt in but that blood of ſprinkling, which 
ſpeaketh better things than that of Abel. But, 


Oh, the rapturous height, 
Of that holy delight, 
Which I found in the life-giving blood ; 
Of my Saviour poſſeſt, 
I] was perfectly bleſt, - 
As if fill'd with the fulneſs of God. 


As I had no one near to tell tkem what God had 
done for my ſoul, I was in a ſhort time brought 
into doubts : but yet I could not give up my con- 
hdence. Some time after the two following ſcrip- 
tures came to me with remarkable power: I am 
come that they might have life, and that they might 
have it more abundantly, CAR x. 10. and again, 
Rev. xx. 6. Bleſſed and holy is he who hath part 
in the fir reſurrection; on ſuch the ſecond death 
ſhall have no power, "Theſe two teſtimonies were 
indeed words in ſeaſon, and very precious to my 
foul. I had fome difficulties ſoon after to grapple 
with, and at times was brought to a low ebb ; but 


tif 


ſtill his grace was ſufficient, I often thought if I 
was to live at Leeds, where there were ſuch plenty 


of means, it would be almoſt as the gate of heaven ; 
to me: and in particular, I expected great aſſiſt- 
ance from the fellowſhip of thoſe who were ſtrong | 


in grace. But God would have me depend on 
himſelf alone; for though I went to Leeds, as I 


was of a ſhy diſpoſition, I had no fellowſhip with 


any one. I was then tempted to think there was 


not much life there: at leaſt, I found very little. 
It was a very dull time with me, yet I kept cloſe to. 
God in prayer, and he kept my foul in a meafure | 


of peace. 


From thence I removed to another place, where 
there were few that pretended to religion: I feared, | 
leſt now I ſhould be overthrown ; but I found here 
two or three Methodiſts, who had preaching ſome- 
times. I ſoon got among them, and often found 
it a bleſſing to my ſoul : particularly once in hear- | 
ing that plain, honeſt man, Paul Greenwood, whoſe | 
word left a laſting impreſſion on my mind. But 
though I met with them at times, yet there was a 
diſcord in our manner of ſpeaking, which prevent- | 
From thence I removed to | 
Wakefield, where my firſt religious acquaintance | 
lived, and with whom I had the greateſt union. 1 
kept on in much ſimplicity, watching unto prayer, | 
and ſtill found reading very profitable; as indeed | 


ed my cloſe union. 


it was from my firſt ſetting out. 


But now a new ſcene opened : I began to think 

I was called to preach : this had in a meaſure been 

preſſed upon my mind for ſome time ; but whether 

it 2 was a deluſion from Satan, or a call from the 

Spirit of God, I knew not. I dreaded the thoughts 
of running before I was ſent. 15 

J bke- 
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I likewiſe thought a Preacher ſhould have learn- 
ing, and I was little more than an Englith ſcholar. 
But, however, the impreſſion grew. ſtronger and 
ſtronger. I wanted to recommend. my Lord to 
ruined ſinners, and thought 1 could rejoice if. I 
was tore in pieces for ſo doing. I had neither eaſe, 
nor honour, nor profit in view ; but wanted to be 
an in{trument in God's hands of ſaving fouls. The 
word of the Lord was as a fire ſhut up in my 
bones. At the fame time I was ſo conſcious of 
my inability for the work, that | was aſhamed to 
intimate my thoughts to any one. Oh, how have 
] agonized with God, not to ſuffer me to engage 
in ſuch a work unleſs it was his will; and if it was, 
to point out my way? That aweful declaration 
Rev. xxii. 18, 19. ſtood ſeemingly in my way. 
For I teſtify to every one that heareth the words of 
the prophecy of this book, if any man ſball add unto 
theſe things, God ſhall add unto him the plagues that 
are written in this book : andif any man ſhall take 
away from the words of the book of this prophecy, 
God fhall take away his part out of the beck of life, 
and out of the hely city, and from the things which 
are written in this book, It is probable i might 
underſtand theſe words in too general a ſenſe ; but 
however, they ſeemed as if they pointed out a very 
narrow path for a Goſpel Miniſter to go in ; and 


made me cry out, „Who is ſufficient for theſe 
things!“ 


But God anſwered for himſelf from the firſt of 
Jeremiah: Then the word of the Lord came unto 
me, ſaying, Before I formed thee in the belly, I knew 
thee, and before thou cameſt forth out of the womb, 
1 ſanftified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet 
unto the nations. Then 7 J, Ah, Lord God, 
behold I cannot ſpeak, for I am a child! (My very 
objection !) But the Lord ſaid unto me, Say net, 

B 2 1 am 
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[ am a child: for thou ſhalt go to all that I fhall 4 


3 


fend thee, and whatſoever I command thee, thou | 


ſhalt ſpeak. Be not afraid of their faces; 


am with thee to deliver thee, ſaith the Lord; then | 


for I | 


A 


the Lord por yore his hand and touched my mouth. | 


And the Lord ſaid unto me, Behold, I have put my 
words into thy mouth. Now, if any paſſage was 


ever applied to any one by the Spirit of God, furely R 
Therefore I determined to make 


this was to me. 


the attempt; but ſtill I knew not how to ſet about | 


it; for | was aſhamed to declare my mind to any 
one, from a ſenſe of my abſolute unfitneſs for the 
work. I had never ſpoken a word in the way of 
exhortation, but had frequently prayed in public, 


At length one or two of my acquaintance aſked me | 


if I did not think I was called to preach ? With 
much confuſion, I anſwered in the affirmative. 


From that time I determined to make an at- 
tempt ; but the queſtion was, Where? At laſt I 
reſolved to begin on a Sunday evening, and pitched 
upon a very profane place to make my firſt effort; 
thinking an ignorant place was the fitteſt for an 
ignorant Preacher. W hen I came within ſight of 
.the village, my ſpirit was ready to fink within me; 
not for fear of periecution (though the place was 
rade enyugh) but from a ſenſe of the importance 
of the undertaking. When l came to the place, 
the heart of the honeſt man who hed invited me 
failed him; therefore | found his houſe was ſhut 
up. This rather damped me; but another door 
being · immediately ſet open, | went in. A houſe 
full of people gathered; i ſtood up, ſung a hymn 
and prayed, but did not give out a text; for as | 
had never before opened my mouth to exhort in 
public, i did not know whether | could fay any 
thing or no. But 1 found aſſiſtance in giving 2 


ward of exhortation, and 1 believe the word was 
AC 
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1 
accompanied with the power of God to many pre- 
ſent. I appointed to go again the next Sunday, 
and then choſe Matt. v. 3. for a text. ] found 
life and liberty in ſpeaking, and a bleſſing attended 
it, | 


The tidings of my preaching ſoon reached the 
congregation where | was a hearer, and happening 
to have no Preacher the following Lord's-Day, 
they requeſted that | would ſupply the place of one. 
This was a hard taſk, for there were ſeveral whom 
I was much afraid to ſtand up before; however, I 
durſt not decline the offer. | fpoke from John i. 
29. Here again my mouth was opened, and my 
tongue was looſed, fo that thay objected nothing: 
undoubtedly they made allowance for a young, 
raw ſpeaker. Being now in ſome meaſure ſatisfied 
that i ought to ſpeak in God's name, embraced 
many opportunities of going to ſeveral places, 


I now wanted to improve my little ſmattering of 
learning, and having a trifle of money, I entirely 
devoted myſelf to that purpoſe, not knowing nor 
caring how I might be diſpoſed of, only I wanted 
to be uſeful. 


After ſome time, being deftitute of a Minifter at 
the place where | was a hearer, they deſired I 
would accept the place; accordingly, I undertook 
to preach to them awhile, till we ſhould ſee a little 
farther. The congregation was but a ſmall one; 
however, I had the ſatisfaction to fee it increaſe, 
and ſome poor ſinners were convinced. But ſome 
of the leading men having frequently veered about 
from one ſyſtem to another, ſeemed now mightily 
charmed with Antinomianiſm. Dr. Crifp's and 


Mr. Saltmarſp's works were highly approved of, 
and ſome of Dr, Gill's writings, But Mr. Relly 
B 2 was 
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was the great Apoſtle amongſt them, on account l 
of his famous hymn- book! and his Treatiſe of 
the Union of Chriſt and his Church. He came 


into the country a few weeks, and by him | was ſe 

much blinded, and for a time all ſeemed right 

which he advanced. But in one particular ſermon gi 

he explained his ſentiments freely, when | was ful- of 

ly ſatisfied that he had ſadly perverted the truth, F te: 

vent to him the next day, and ventured to ob- de 

ject againſt what he had advanced the preceding th 

night, He was not prepared to anſwer ſome things A. 

| which I had objected, but attempted to puzzle co 
| me by ſtarting other queſtions. . ] gained but little wr 
ſatisfaction from this interview; but ſtill ] was ra- cal 
ther tinctured with Antinomianiſm; yet, I labour- jor 

ed to live near to God, I earneſtly begged to be in 

entirely right, both in principle and practice. of 

ed 

A particular providence now occaſioned my com- ing 

ing among the Methodiſts: I went one time to hear acc 

Mr. JYhitfield, and a certain Preacher“ who was wet 

with him, I was informed. was. to preach the next aim 

Lord's Day; it came into my mind to hear him, ers 

as the time did not interfere with our time of wor- ¶ ſup 


ſhip. When I went, I was amazingly ſtruck, to my 
find him in a far more evangelical ſtrain than 1 ex- 
| pected. I had now and then gone to hear the Me- 
| thodiſts before, but was generally diſguſted. But 
the preſent ſermon had quite a different effect. | 
was now more reconciled to the. Methodiſts than I 
tad been, and began to be acquainted with the peo- 
ple. Reprobation was what J never could digelt, | 
| and I was not without my doubts concerning final 
| Perſeverance; but could not endure to hear it 
ſpoken againſt. But I was moſt rooted in imputed 
| Righteouſneſs, taking it for granted it was true, 
becauſe Mr. Hervey had wrote in its defence. 


Mr. Hanby. 11 
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About this time, being invited to preach in the 
Methodiſt Preaching-houfe, | accepted the invita- 
tion. T his gave great offence to my own people, 
ſeveral of whom were run-a-way Methodiſts. 
Meantime I began to think of joining the Metho- 
diſts, which my congregation ſuſpected ; the heads 
of them met me, and made me ſome offers in a 
temporal way. But 1 told them | thought provi- 
dence called me to an itinerant life, and wiſhed 
them to look out for one who might ſuit them. 
As | knew few of them would go with me, I re- 
commended Mr. [ngham's connexion to them, and 
wrote to Mr. /ngham myſelf on their behalf. He 
came, and ſeveral of the Preachers m his connex- 
ion; but as Mr. Ingbam's people ſoon after broke 
in pieces, the Meeting relapſed into its former ſtate 
of Independency. Being now diſengaged, | preach- 
ed up and. down among the Methodifts. tut be- 
ing in principle partly a Calviniſt, and having been 
accuſtomed to read Calvinian books, their phraſes 
were become very familiar to me. However, I 
aimed at doing good, and when any of the Preach- 


ers were ſick, or had any where to go, | readily 


ſupplyed their place; and I have reaſon to believe 
my labour was not in vain.. | 


The ſummer being arrived, and Mr. 1/:/ey 
coming into the country, I met him at Birſtal. 
He received me with that affability and condeſcen- 
ſion which he is ſo remarkable for. I heard him 
preach in ſeveral places; but 1 cannot ſay that I 
could cordially receive the doctrine: of perfection. 
As the Conference was drawing near, he adviſed 
me to attend it at Lond:n. | intimated a deſire of 
ſpending a year in that place, that might be fully 
inſtructed both in the doctrines and diſcipline of 
the Methodiſts. Accordingly I diſpoſed of ſome 
mall effects which I had, and ſet out * 

en 


Fa» 


When I came thither, I expected to have under- 


gone a cloſe examination, with regard to my prin- | 
ciples, experience and ability; and therefore, as [ 
did not in every thing agree with Mr. Weſiey, it 


Was a doubt with me whether | ſhould not be re- 
jected. But to my ſurprize, | was not aſked one 


queſtion relative to any of theſe things; but was 
appointed for //ales, and was the only travelling | 


Preacher of our connexion in thoſe parts. This | 


have ſometimes thought was not prudently done, | 


as I was but juſt come into the connexion. How- 
ever ſet out for Briſtol, and ſo into Wales; and 
truly a rough region it was. A Preacher at Bri/te/ 


ſald to me, © You ſeem pretty well dreſſed, and 
will hold out well enough for a year; but you muſt | 


expect nothing to buy any more clothes when 
thoſe are wore out.” However, | did not regard 


that; for | was determined to ſpend and be ſpent ö 


in doing all the good ! could. therefore began 


preaching out of doors in the firſt town 1 came to, 


which was Chepſtow, and determined to do fo in 


every town { came to. Thus | went on till after 
Chriſtmas, and endured a good deal of hardſhip 
from hunger and cold; eſpecially in paſſing over 
thoſe dreadful mountains from Math to Brecon, 
which were near forty miles over, and have a moſt 
diſmal aſpect in winter; on which | travelled a 
long way, and ſaw neither houſe nor field, hedge 


nor tree; nor yet any living creature, excepting Þ 


here and there a poor ſheep or two, nor ſcarcely 
any viſible track to know my way by. This was 


not pleaſing to fleſh and blood; but till I deter- 


mined to go on. 


In February, there ſeemed a proſpect of much 
good in a large tract of land called Gower, in Gla- 
morganſhire; the inhabitants of it were nearly hea- 
thens, I went down into this miſerable country, 
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in very cold, rainy weather: the people flocked to 
hear, but we were ill provided with convenient 
places to preach in. Meantime the rain was ex- 
ceſſive, and the cold intenſe, while we had but 
little fire; ſo that | frequently put on my wet 
clothes ſeveral days ſucceſſively, yet without any 
inconvenience afterwards. Here God bleſſed my 
word: 1 collected ſeveral ſocieties, and many were 
at this time brought to experience the knowledge: 
of falvation by the remiſſion of fins. 


Towards ſummer, a circumſtance ſeemed to open 


my way ſixty or ſeventy miles farther down to Pem- 


brokeſhire ; 1 went thither, and preached at Carmar- 
then in my way. Afterwards I preached at Pem- 
broke, and had multitudes to hear, who behaved 
in a reſpetful manner, and generouſly cleared all 
my expences; for at this time there was no pro- 
viſion made for Miſſionaries. I preached- in ſeve- 
ral places round Milfordhaven, and had many to 
hear. Indeed the proſpect was ſo promiſing, and 
the people ſo loving, that | was almoſt tempted 
to embrace their preſſing invitations to ſtay with 
them. But I thought that would be betraying 
my truſt ; ſo, I, returned to my own circuit, pro- 
miſing that I \-ould return again after the Con- 
ference was over. When I returned into the old 
circuit | was ſeized with a flow fever.. I believe 
it was in ſome meaſure occaſioned by fatigues. 
But providence was kind to me; for though as 1 
was in a poor place, where little aſſiſtance was to 
be had, by the bleſſing of God I did without it. 
Mr. Mather then came from Staffordſhire, to help 
me to put things into ſome order, and went with 
me through the rambling circuit ; which indeed 
has been of uſe to me in — reſpects ever ſince. 


attended the Conference at Leeds, in Auguſt, 
1762, 


E J 


1762, and was ſent back into Pembrokeſhire. Br WW 
though I had three hundred miles to ride, and a pul 
new work to begin, I had nothing allowed me ſtru 
either to take me thither, or ſupport me when WM 5afec 
I got there. But of this | took no care; and | got 
through a kind providence, I wanted nothing. but 
Another Preacher being ſent into the old circuit, WR Jeac 


I had my full ſcope in the new one. Things | gry. 
turned out beyond my expectations. The Lord kne 


bleſſed the word. 1 ſeveral times viſited the Soci- | a h. 
eties in Gower, which J joined the year before ; Joy 
for the other preacher had not time, t endured a it 2 


good deal of hardihip and danger in paſſing and con 
repaſſing from Gower to Pembrokeſhire, in winter 


there being ſeveral dangerous waters to crols. A 
Sometimes a ſtranger is turrounded by the tides, for 
| whilſt he is crofling the ſands, and knows nothing mon 
| of the matter, till he find himſelf hemmed in on hap 
| every fide. This 1 once narrowly eſcaped. i had I ca 
| once a pretty long day's journey, when coming nigl 
to one of the ferries, which is a mile over, I found M hor 
the boat was broke. | had nine miles to ride up ſom 


to Carmarthen, where the bridge was, and nine but 
miles on the other ſide back again; this added k. 
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eighteen miles to my journey. | juſt got over thin 
the laſt ferry in the evening; but which was my 
road i knew not, and the people could not or 4 


would not ſpeak ingliſh. But they pointed me brob 
up a dark lane, which at length brought me to a Soc 
wild mountain. {it being quite dark, | knew not lovi; 
which way to go; for there was no road. At I of 
length my mare ſunk down in a bog and ſtuck faſt. cont 
Here | was at a loſs what to do; for if } left her W and 
it was ten to one if i ſhould find her again. As wor! 
I knew not which way to go for help, I ſhouted errai 
| and hollowed till : was weary; but to no purpole, abo 
1 pitied the poor creature, that after ſo long and of 1 
fatiguing a journey, had ſuch a ſtable at night. whe; 
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After ſome time I took hold of the bridle, and 
pulled her head ; being ſtrong, ſhe made a vigorous 
ſtruggle, and got her fore-parts above ground, and 
after taking breath made another ſtout ſpring, and 
got entirely free. At this 1 was not a little glad; 
but not knowing the ground, | judged it ſafeſt to 
lead her after me. i was weary, cold, and hun- 
gry, and where or when my journey ſhould end [ 
knew not. At length | diſcovered ſomething like 
a houſe, at which i was not a little glad; but my 
joy was ſoon over; for making up to it, found 
it an old ruin uninhabited ; fo my poor, weary 
companion and | fet out again. 


At laſt, I ſaw a man, and prevailed upon him 
for ſix-pence to ſhew me the way from the com- 
mon, which was not a quarter of a mile; for it 
happened I had come the direct road. But when 
I came to the place | aimed at, ſome time in the 
night, there was nothing to eat, for either man or 
horſe, I got the poor beaſt to a farm-houſe at 
ſome diſtance. My lodging was but indifferent, 
but yet very agreeable, as | was very weary, and 
I know not that either I or my beaſt ailed any 
thing after we had got into good quarters. | 


The Lord proſpered my undertaking in Pem- 
brokeſhtre ; ſo that by Chriſtmas I had eight or nine 
Societies. And as the people were remarkably 
loving, my time went on comfortably. *!'is true, 
I often met with things not -agreeable, for I was 
continually ranging about to beat up freth ground, 
and Wales is not the moſt pleafing part of the 
world for a ſtranger to wander in; eſpecially on the 
errand which I was upon. But I cared very little 


about the' matter, provided I could ſee ſome fruit 
very well upon ſtraw, 


A little 


of my labour. I could reſt 
when needful, and be well content. 
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A little before the Conference, I went to Ten, 


which had held out ſtoutly for their maſter, and 1+ 

[ boaſted no Preachers had ever come there, neither WY «« 

1 ſhould they bur at the price of their lives. I was be 

| determined to make the attempt: So a few friends <- 

accompanied me one Sunday morning from Pen- 

broke, We arrived there by eight o'clock, and thc 

after putting up our horſes, went to the croſs. | BY i. 

gave out the hundredth pſalm: "The people flock- ane 

ed together amain, and all behaved very well: But the 

i they cut a ſtrange figure; ſome looking through du 

| their windows naked as they had jumped out of pre 

| bed, ſome running to the croſs with part of their WF oth 

| cloaths-on, &c. After ſinging and praying with- a li 

| out interruption, I then gave out my text, and all con 

was quite ſtill, By and by I obſerved a perſon, i ter 

with an air of importance, walking up and down, i 2a 

who, I ſoon learned, was the Mayor. He would BW the 

fain have got ſome one to pull me down, but tha! 

all the people ſtood ſtaring with their mouths and had 

| eyes open, as if they would have devoured every atte 

| word. Finding the town's people took no notice WW not 

of him, he addreſſed a company of failors who not 

ſtood by themſelves; deſiring they would take tun 

| that fellow down. But the honeſt tars anſwered my! 

in their own ſtile, « The devil ſhall take him Cor 
| down for us.” He then fetched out the Riot AC, 

| and came into the midſt of the crowd to read it; F 

ſo I ceaſed ſpeaking until he had concluded. | BW Je. 

aſked if he had done reading? He faid he had. I fai 

Well, then, ſaid i, I will begin again; fo 1 went ful 

on and concluded in peace. After ſermon the on | 


| 
| 
| Conſtables came to fetch me before the Mayor. then 
| When I came | found the Rector, the Curate, and I ſta 
the 'Town-Clerk there. Mr. Mayor inſiſted | had cegr 
been making a riot: I denied the charge, andi belo 
| defired him to prove it. He ſaid, he would not Sold 


| Kand proving the matter with me ; but, 1 they 
. « dheV 


ſwered 
e him 


t Ac, 


the town, and had no interruption. 


had very large congregations each time. 
after, I left the country, and muſt confeſs 1 can- 
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« Shew your authority, or to priſon you ſhall go.” 
I told him, © I have been preaching, and have 
« licence ſo to do,“ which | then produced. This 
being read, Theſe Juſtices, * ſaid he, are Me- 
« thodiſts every one of them.” „ Well, but is 
« this all you have to ſhew !”” I anſwered, Yes; 
then ſaid he, you mult go to priſon. Let his nit- 
timus be made out. For which purpoſe, pen, ink 
and paper were brought. But he was informed 
there was an Act of Loleration: This was pro- 
duced ; in which it was aſſerted, that a qualified 
preacher might preach in either houſe, field or 
other place. This ſeemed to puzzle Mr. Mayor 
a little; and he thought it beſt to diſmiſs me, on 
condition that nothing of the kind might be at- 
tempted again. 1 told him, I intended to preach 
again at two o'clock, which I did to well nigh all 
| went again 
that day fortnight, and preached three times, and- 
Preſently 


not help blaming thoſe who came after me, for 
not following the blow. I was much impor- 
tuned to ſtay in the country. However, I tore 
myſelf from them, and haſtened to the London 
Conference. 


ad it; From thence I was appointed for Caſelebar, in 
ed. | Ireland, and made the beſt of my way thither. As 
e had. I failed up Briſtol Channel, i looked with a wiſh- 
| went WF ful eye to Pembroteſpire; and if could have got 
'n the on ſhore, I ſhould have been tempted to Nay with 
Mayor. them. But we ſtretched over for Dublin; where 
te, and 1 ſtayed near a fortnight, and preached with ſome 
d | hadi degree of ſatisfaction, eſpecially in the Royal Square 
e, and belonging to the Barracks, where many of the 
11d noi Soldiers attended and behaved remarkably well, as 
* they do in every place in Ireland. As we ſeldom 
© Shev 


preack 
The Juſtices which ſigred the licence, 
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deed it was my deſire, 


( 26 ) 


preach in country places in Ireland, the people 
being generally Papiſts, and often ſtrangers to Eng- 


liſh, except in the North, ſo in towns there are Wl 
always Soldiers quartered, and generally ſome in iſ 


vociety, From Dublin | ſet out for Ca/tlebar, 
quite on the other fide the kingdom, preaching at 


Drumeree, Athlone, Augrime, and Holy Alauut by the 
Way, and finding the people very hoſpitable and BE 


loving, as that is the caſe indeed, all over Ireland, 


wherever 1 have been; ſo that if in every thing the 


Iriſh excelled as they do in freedom and. hoſpitality, 
we might give it its ancient name, viz. 4 Na- 
tien of Saints, Being arrived at Caft/ebar, my 
principal place, I found mylclf not only in 
another country, but amongſt another fort of peo- 
ple. nſtead of having crowds following me, as 
in Pembrokeſhire, i was ſhut up in a little dark 


corner, and had but three ſmall congregations in 


the circuit; and being entirely ſurrounded by Pa- 


piſts, there was no probability of enlarging my 
tphere of action; for they neither underſtood Eng- 
liſh, nor durſt they come to hear if they had been 


ever ſo defirous. Here I was warmer than wile, 
in my zeal againſt the Papiſts ; and had it not been 
for three troops of dragoons who lay in the town, 
and were conſtant hearers, I know not but ! 


thould have paid for my raſeſs. 


Finding I could nor enlarge my bounds off 


preaching, 1 determined to improve my little learn- 
ing. ! did not like to be at the mercy of every 
pretender, with regard to the original Scriptures, 
and was much excited to aim at a little more know- 
ledge by Mr. J/efley's Addreſs to the Clergy, ! 
ſav every reaſon aſſigned for their knowing Greek 
and Hebrew, was doubly applicable to me. In. 
tv. the time of my fit 

Engaging in the work of God, to ſhew myſel 
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approved unto God, a workman, that needed not 
be aſhamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 


Very providentially, there was a grammar- 
ſchool in Caftiebar, in which ſome Gentlemen's 
ſons were inſtructed in the learned languages. 
The Maſter very freely aſſiſted me; fo that I 
preached night and morning, devoted the forenoon 
to ſtudy, and ſpent the afternoon in viſiting the 
fick, and reading Engliſh ; and the evening | ſpent 
with my friendly School-maſter, This has prov- 
el very uſeful to me ever ſince. Some good was 
done —— my ſtay here; the numbers in ſocie- 
ties were a little increaſed, and the congregations 
much enlarged. 


From hence I removed into the Ahhne Circuit, 
T fall attended unto my ſtudies, but had not the 
ſame opportunities as before. I here got a fore ill- 
neſs by laying in a damp bed,* fo that my ſpeech 
and hearing were well nigh taken from me. But 
this was a neceſſary viſitation, and what my care- 
leſinefs deſerved. However, when I was able, I 
preached abroad in moſt of the towns, and 1 hope 
not in vain : Though I did not live ſo near to God 
as I ought to have done. 


My next remove was to Corte. Here a bleſſed 
work was begun under that indefatigable ſervant of 
God, Mr. Pennington. it did not decreaſe during 
my ſtay, but increaſed more abundantly. I preach- 
ed abroad in every part of the town. Prayer- 
meetings were regularly kept up. I met the Claſs- 
leaders every Saturday night, and appointed each his 
work for the enſuing week. Strict diſcipline was 


This, I believe, has been the death of ſeveral of the Preachers, 
and yet how few of the people are careful in this point? 


obſerved : 
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obſerved: Not a Claſs-leader or Steward was per- 
mitted to enter the ſociety, Without producing his 
ticket: And the werk of the Lord proſpered on 
every ſide, In this agreeable manner things went 
on, when Mr. James Morgan came to help me. 
He was the older Preacher, though the care of things 
was, in ſome meaſure, committed to me. I could 
icon ſee a party gathering againſt me, who did not 
like that ſtrictneſs of diſcipline. At length he in- 
ſiſted on a perſon's being admitted to the Love- 
feaſts and Society-meetings who would not meet 


in Claſs; this 1 could not admit of. 1 inſiſted en 


poor and rich meeting in Claſs, or not to have 
any privilege of meeting in Society. Letters were 
ſent to Mr. JYefley, and his anſwers were con- 
ftrued in their favour. However, I ſtood to what 
I faw was right. They then alledged, her huſ- 
band would not let her meet in Claſs. To cut 
off this pretence, I went and afked him if he did 
hinder her? His anſwer was, She is at her own 
liberty: Then Mr. M. was obliged to ſubmit. 
This, however, cauſed a ſhyneſs betwixt Mr, M, 
and myſelf, which caſt a damp upon the work. 
Yet I kept up, at all events, the ſame diſcipline as 
long as 1 ſtaid at Corke. 


At the beginning of the year 1765, J removed 
to Limerick, but did not fee much fruit, except 
at a place called Killſinnen; and in July I came 
over to England, to the Mancheſter Conference. 
After ſeeing ſome of my relations in York/kire, | 
ſet out for Scotland, preaching at K:obley, Black- 
burn, Kendall, and Cechermcuth, ſo on to Dum- 


fries, the firſt town of note in Scotland. Reſting 


on the Sunday at Dumfries, 1 preached in the Ball- 
room, the day being rainy, ſo that I could not preach 
out of door. Here | was much. importuned to 
ilay; but my deſtination was to Glaſgow, When 


; 
— 
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arrived, I entered on a ſcence I had never done 
before. The winter was at hand; I was in a 
ſtrange land; no ſociety; no place of entertain- 
ment ; no place to preach in; no friend to com- 
municate my mind to. | took a private lodging, 
and gave out that ! ſhould preach on the Green, 
a place of public reſort, hard by the town. A table 
was carried to the place, and at the appointed time 
I went and found two baker's boys and two old 
women waiting. My very foul ſunk within me. 
J had travelled by land and by water near fis 
hundred miles to this place; and behold my con- 
gregation! Well, | turned upon my heel to go 
away: No one can tell but they who have ex- 
perienced it, what a taſk it is to ſtand out in the 
open air, to preach to nobody ! More eſpecially in 
ſuch a place as G/ajgow. However, at length I 
mounted my table, and began to ſing, which : had 
entirely to myſelf. A few more kept creeping 
together, all ſeemingly very poor people, till at 
length! had about two hundred hearers. But 
this as poor encourageinent. The night follow- 
ing, 1 had a more promiſing congregation ; yet 
nothing to what 1 expe*ted. Ihe third night 
we had heavy rain: This quite caſt me down again. 
Oh, what a day of Gdiitre!s was that! I had not 
learned in all ſtates to be content. "The enemy 
aſſulted me forely, fo. that I was ready to cry out, 
« it is better for me to die than to live.” Put God 
pitied my weakneſs; the next day cleared up, and 
I was never prevented from preaching out of doors 
for eleven or twelve weeks after. 


On the Saturday evening I had a large congre- 
gation, and on Sunday morning a larger; but ſuch 
a one on Sunday evening, as 1 do not remember 
ever ſeeing before. I mounted my table, but was 
quite too low, 


I fet a chair upon it, but was 


833 quite 


1 


quite too low ſtill; I then mounted upon a high 
wall, and cried aloud, The heur is coming and no 
i when the dead ſhall hear the voice of the Son 
of God; and they that hear ſhall live. All was 
{till as night, ſo that I conceived. great hopes of 
this opportunity : But when I had done, they made 
a lane for me to walk through the huge chin 
while they ſtood ſtaring at me; but no one ſaid, 
Where dwelleſt thou? I walked home much de- 


jetted. 


One great obſtacle in my way was, a new edition 
of the Eleven Letters, aſcribed to Mr. Hervey, 
juſt come out, prefaced by a Miniſter in Edinburgh, 
a man much eſteemed in Scotland. I heſe letters 
fully anſwered their deſign. They carried gall and 
wormwood wherever they came. So that it was a 
{uſficient reaſon for every one to keep their diſtance 
becauſe J was connected with Mr. Heſey. I la- 
Boured to keep as clear as poſſible of controverſy, 
dwelling chiefly upon Repentance, Faith, and the 
New-birth. Indeed, as 1 then leaned much both 
to imputed. righteouſneſs and final perſeverance, I 
had no temptation to bring in controverſy. 


I ſoon found that perſons may eaſily learn to eon 


over ſeveral goſpel topics ; ſuch as original fin, the 
offices of Chriſt, his being the only Saviour, and 
the like ; and yet, be. haughty, - ſelf-ſufficient, un- 
broken-hearted ſinners. This I faw, and levelled 
all my powers againſt it. I ſoon found their phari- 
faic hearts could not ſtand it. Hence I drew their 
reſentment upon me, and plenty of lies and calum- 
nies were ſoon ſpread abroad. 


I continued preaching night and morning, when 
opportunity offered; and tried much to procure a 


place to preach in, as the winter was now come on. 
b I be⸗ 
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believe I was diſappointed in ten or twelve differ- 
ent places. I fold my horſe, and a Preacher who 
paſſed through Gla/gow, to Ireland, having his horſe 
lamed, and little money left, I ſpared about three 
guineas to help him on his way. I his brought my 
itock into a ſmall compaſs; and having every thing 
to pay for, 1 was reduced to a ſhort allowance. I 
paid three ſhillings per week for my room, fire, and. 
attendance ; but I really kept a very poor houſe. I 
never kept ſo many Gl os either before or ſince. 
But how to keep up my credit was a diffieulty, for 
I was afraid my landlady would think me either 
poor or covetous; I frequently deſired her not to 
provide any thing for dinner, and a little before 
noon, [ dreſſed myſelf, and walked out, till after 
dinner, and then came home to my hungry room, 
with a hungry belly. However, ſhe thought I had 
dined out ſome where; ſo I faved my credit. 


About this time a poor man was executed for the 
murder of his wife; I attended him ſeveral weeks 
in the priſon, and likewiſe at his execution, which 


had a circumſtance I never ſaw before; they chop- 


ped off his right-hand, before his execution, with 
a great axe, jult as a butcher would chop a piece of 
beef with a cleaver. 'L his is the law of Scotland, 
for every murderer to have his right-hand ſtruck off 
before his execution, and to be ſtuck upon the pole 
where he is gibbetted. As I had reaſon to believe 
the Lord had plucked him as a brand from 'the 
burning, I publithed a ſhort account of his caſe. It 
is amazing what a cry this raiſed up againſt me, to 
ſay that God had mercy on ſuch a ſinner | Papers 
were cried up and down the ſtreets againſt me, fil- 
led with lies of all forts. Nay, fo zealous was ſome 
poor creature, that he began publiſhing week] 

numbers, and had no better ſubject than myſelf. 
My caſe was now deplorable; I had famine within 
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doors, and plenty of reproach withoat. And yet 
I might have prevented it all ; for juſt at this time 
there was an elegant place of worſiup building, cal- 
led I Kirk of Relief, Formerly the inhabitants of 
Scotland had the privilege of chooſing their own 
Miniſters; this priviiege they are now debarred of, 
and the gift of a living lies in the hands of a patron. 
But frequeatly the pariſnoncrs unite, build a place 


of worlhip, and call a V iniſter themſelves; leav- 


ing the old kirk to the patron and his friend, This 


was the caſe in G1/j;0w; the church was built, but 
they had not choſen their Miniſter. One of their 
leading men was one of my greateit intimates. He 


faid, he would engage me three hundred votes, 
which would be a majority. This was an alluring 


- bait, conſidering my preſent circumſtances; a place 


of one hundred and forty pounds per annum, With 
honour and credit, on one hand, and hunger and 
contempt on the other. But I thought it would 
be betraying the truſt which was repoſed in me. 


Afterwards, ſome of that party defired a meeting 


with me; but I fo ſatisfied them, that I heard no 


more from that quarter. 


At length JI procured a place to preach in, and 
my hearers furniſhed it with pulpit and ſeats. | 
faw now a little fruit of my labour: As I had a 
place to preach in, and a little Society, which 
kept continually increaſing; ſome of whom ſtand 


to this day, while others are gone to reſt. 


I obſerved above, how kind Providence was in 
the weather; for though it was a remarkable wet 
ſeaſon, yet I never was but once prevented preach- 
ing abroad till the middle of November, and which 

was then only one night : ſo that it became a kind 


of proverb among the people. If it rains all day, 
it 
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it will be fair at night for the Had, i. e. the lad, to 
preach on the Green.“ 


One little circumſtance I had cannot omit. 
Some time after my arrival at G/aſzow, I found 
myſelf at a loſs for ſinging, having but a poor voice 
for ſinging : And as the people knew nothing of 
our hymns, I was obliged to ſing the Scotch 
pſalms; yet being frequently at a loſs, one of ny 
hearers told me, if I pleaſed, he would be my 
Precentor, that is, my Clerk, to lead off the 
pſalms. At this I was glad; ſo we went on pretty 
well: but at length he made a demand of thirteen 
ſhillings and four-pence for his work, which was 


juſt four-pence a time. This did but ill ſuit my 


circumſtances. However, I paid him his demand, 
and diſmiſſed him and the Scotch pſalms together. 
I now began to ſing our own hymns ; the people 
lixing them right well, and in a little time, I taught 
them to ſing ſeveral of our hymn tunes. 


After the Society was increaſed to forty or fifty, 
ſome of them began to inquire how I was maintain- 
ed? They aſked me if I had not an eſtate; or ſome 
ſupplies from England! I told them I had neither; 
but having ſold my horſe, I had made what little 
I had go as far as I could. I then explained our 
cuſtom to them. I told them of the little matter 
we uſually received from our people. The poor, 
dear fouls were much affe ted, and they very libe- 
rally ſupplied my wants, as alſo thoſe that came 
after me. I ſtaid with them till the middle of 
April, and then bid them an affectionate farewell; 
leaving about ſeventy perſons joined together. 
Though I had many trials in Glaſgero, yet I had 
much opportunity to purſue my ſtudy; and the 
privilege of peruſing the College library was of ſin- 
gular advantage to me. But I own I did not live 

fo 
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fo near to God, the latter part of my time, as I 
did in the beginning. 1 ſeldom enlarge my ac- 
quaintance, but 1 find it enlarges my temptations; 
to 1 found cauſc to cry out, Lord, pardon my trif- 
ling, and want of deep ſeriouſneſs | 


From hence] werit to Edinburgh, and in my way 
turned aſide to Stirling, where I ſpent three nights. 
On the Sunday, preaching under the ſide of an old 
uninhabited building, ſome young men got into tlie 
inſide, and going up ſtairs, threw off a number of 
the ſlates ; but though they fell juſt by me, I was 
not hurt, nor any one elſe. Leaving Stirling, | 
came to Edinburgh, where the brethren received me 
gladly. The Octagon was not quite finiſhed, but 
the congregation was miſerably ſmall. Several 
things had concurred to reduce both the Society 
and the congregation, particularly the afore-men- 
"tioned letters. I had foon the pleaſure of ſeeing 
the congregation increaſe, yet not as I could wiſh; 
'the place was never above half filled, even on Sun- 
day evenings. I was therefore determined to take 
a new ſtep. 


The Caſele-hill being the place of general ren- 
dezvous of all forts of people, after they come 
out of the churches, about twelve o'clock : I was 
determined to preach there juſt at that time: It 
was ſomething diſagreeable to ſtand up bare-head- 
ed in the blazing fun; but this I regarded not. 
My method was to preach in the Octagon in the 
morning, on the Cæſtle-hill at noon, in the High 
School-yard at four o'clock, and in the Octagon 
at ſix in the evening. As J generally ſpake with 
all my might, this was rather too hard for my con- 
| Nitution.* However, by this means, I got the Oc- 
tagon well filled on a Guhday evening, and helped 
the Society a little. In order to eſtabliſh Societies 
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beiwint £41nourgh and Glaſgau, I preached in ſe- 
ver. eis Which lie between, ſuch as Zurrow- 
flouines, Lintithgow, Falkirk, and Xiihtb; but I 
fear wit': little fruit. Ihe Scots are naturally ſhy, 
and 1ulpicious of ſtrangers, and any thing in reli- 
gion, that appears new, or not agreeing with their 
eſtablutzed forms, they are exceeding jealous of. 
Hence claſs-meeting has the appearance of novelty, 
and has often been ſuſpected to border a little upon 
the popiſh auricular confeſſion of ſins, though a 
different thing; hence many in Scotland have 
been ſtartled at it, and very loth to engage in the 
ſame. T herefore I firmly beſieve it would anſwer 
much better in Scotland to form ſocieties without 
infiiting upon their meeting in claſs, and we iould 
be very likely to do them much more good. 


In October, I left my much-efteemed friends at 
Edinburgh, and removed to Aberdeen. In croſſing 
the Forth, which is ſeven miles from Leith to King- 
garn, I know not that I was ever nearer being 
drowned. 'T here were ſeveral friends from din- 
burgh, and it being an exceeding fine calm morn- 
ing, the regular paſſage- boat being gone, we hired 
a ſmall pinnace; but when we were about half 
way over, ſuch a ſudden ſquall of wind aroſe, that 
we were in danger of being overſet every minute. 
But by a merciful providence we got fafe over. 
That evening JI arrived at Dundee,, and preached 
three nights, having the place well filled with at- 
tentive hearers each night. At Aberdeen, I met 
with a laying people; but as the winter was at hand, 
I had no opportunity of enlarging my ſphere of ac- 
tion. I was therefore detcrmined to apply myſelf 
to ſtudy, and to live nearer to God than 1 had 
done, Fut a family reſiding in Alerdeen, which 
came from Leeds, I immediately contracted an ac- 
quaintance with them ; and this led me into com- 


pany, 
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pany, which was a great loſs to my ſoul. 


After 
I had ſpent ſome time, being fully convinced of 
my danger, 1 judged it beſt to flee; and a ſhip 
being ready to fail for Leith, I went on board im- 


mediately, taking an abrupt leave, Having ſcarce 
any wind, we had a very tedious paſſage, as we 
could but make little way; but I never was with 
ſuch a ſhip's company before. Every one on 
board, both ſailors and paſſengers, came upon deck 
to prayers, and all kneeled down, except the man 
at the helm. After a flow paſſage we reached 
Leith, I haſtened to Edinburgb, anxious to ſee 
my friends; the generality of whom were glad to 
ſee me. 


As ſoon as the ſeaſon would permit, Mr. Oliver, 
being my colleague, we took our ſtation on the 
Caſtle-hill, hoping for the ſame ſucceſs which I had 
the laſt ſummer. But a circumſtance happened 
which hindered the uſefulneſs of me and my fellow- 
labourer. 


There had been, a few years before, a young 
man in that College, who met in our Society. He 
appeared to be much alive to God, and was the 
leader of one of the Claſſes. He had now been in 
England for ſome time, had got ordained, turned 
Predeſtinarian, and affected a popular character, 
He now came to Edinburgh, partly to do vs harm, 

and partly for another purpoſe. In the latter de- 
ſign he failed; but in the former he was too fuc- 
ceſsful. He would not preach in our place, nor 
even come to hear us: But preached at our uſual 
times; and by this means drew away much people 
from us. There was neither matter nor method in 


his preaching; but it was loud and quaint; ſo he 
It has fared with him as it 
He firſt turned Cal- 


viniſt, 


was much admired. 
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viniſt, and then to nothing. It is plain, a man 


Vith little parts, and little religion, may do that 


harm in a ſhort time, which men of far greater 
parts and deeper religion cannot repair in a long 
time. For though my colleague, who was a man 
of good abilities, and did all in his power, as well 
as myſelf, yet could we not either prevent or re- 
move the harm which one ſhallow young man was 
doing. ä ä 


During my ſtay in Edinburgh this ſeaſon, my 
time went on but heavily ; I ſaw little good done; 
the congregations were but ſmall, and the Soci 
was very cold, and did not encreaſe. It is — 

work with me when I ſee God's wor 
at a ſtand, every thing has but a gloomy aſpect; 
my ſpirits ſink, and my ſoul is pained within me. 


In September 1767, I left Edinburgh, and, at 


Dunbar, was ſeized with an obſtruction in my 


bowels, which ſeemed to threaten me with a final 
period to my feeble labours. 1 do not remember 


ever paſſing fo dreadful a night. Being very provi- 


dentially in the houſe of Dr. Hamilton, he took the 
right method with me, and in a few days I was 


| enabled to ſet forward, though it was ſome time be- 


fore I got quit of the effects of that attack. I he kind 
and genteel uſage I received both from Dr. Hamil- 
tor, and Mrs. Hamilton, will not ſoon be obliterated 
from my ſenſible and grateful heart. 


I preached at Alnwick, Newcaſtle, Darlington, 
and Knareſbrough, and fo on in divers parts in York- 
Hire, being glad to ſee my native country and for- 
mer acquaintance, and they appeared equally glad 
to ſee me. Bleſſed be God for chriſtian fellowlhip, 
and for chriſtian friendſhip ! It hath a tendency to 
ſoothe ſome of the rugged paths which we meet 


with 
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with in this howling wilderneſs, and perhaps may 


encreaſe our gratitude in the bright realms of 
eternal day | 


Before I diſmiſs Scotland, I would juſt take 
notice, that I have reaſon to bleſs God ſome good 
was done by my poor endeavours, ſome ſinners 
have been brought to God, and my labours, in the 
general, were acceptable, and they gave me many 
proofs of their friendthip, although my entrance 
among them was rather unpromiſing. But on the 
other hand, I ſee much cauſe for humility and deep 
ſelf-abaſement : I ſee I might have managed my 
miſſion abundantly better; I really was neither ſo holy 
or ſteady as | might have been. I have reaſon to 
cry, and alſo to apply, to the blood of ſprinkling, or 
yet I ſhould be an outcaſt from God, and heir of 
eternal miſery. 


This makes me now with bended knees, 
'T hy daily care implore; 

Confine me Lord, if it thee pleaſe, 
And let me rove no more. 


O cauſe the golden girdle, love, 
To bend my heart to thine; 

Let me thy little captive prove, 
Become thy ſpoil divine. 


I'll bleſs my ſweet captivity, 
The cord that binds me faſt 

To him, who living loved me, 
And died for me at laſt. 


My next remove was to Cheſter, where a change 
took place of ſuch conſequence to me, that I ſhould 
be much wanting in my gratitude to a kind Pro- 


vidence if I paſled it over in ſilence, I found it was 
ex· 


1 : 


expedient for me to marry, but it appeared a mat- 
ter of great conſequence. Only two things in all 
my life had given me greater concern, namely, my 
acceptance with God, and my call to preach, What 
[I wanted was, a perſon of grace, of good under- 
ſtanding, of a | on natural diſpoſition, for my own 
is violent, and one who had been well educated. 
I had contracted an acquaintance with one while in 
the city of Corke, in whom TI had reaſon to» believe 
the above properties met; ſhe was deſcended from 
an eminent French Froteſtant family, whoſe grand- 
father, among many others, had fled from the 

of Lewis XIV. and had left his eſtate behin 
only taking what effects he could along with him. 
She was early bereaved of her father, and not long 
after of her mother. My great objection was, the 
bringing a perſon of her delicate conſtitution and 
education into ſuch. a way of life, as ſhe muſt ex- 
pect if ſhe became my wife. This I feared would 
be more than her ſpirits could bear. Beſides, I 
found a great averſion to bring any more burdens 
upon the Societies; for as ſhe was left an orphan, 
her affairs were very ilk managed, yet, believing it 
to be the will of God, I at length ventured upon 
this important ſtep; for which: I have abundant 
reaſon to bleſs God, and hope I ſhall. do it for ever. 


Here I became acquainted with that amiable 
pattern to all young females, I mean Miſs Gilbert, 
born in the i eſt- Indies, and come to England to 
finiſh her education, and alſo to finiſh her life in 
the bloom of her days. She kept a daily journal 
for ſeveral years, and at the age of ſeventeen, a 
fever ſent her to Abraham's boſom. 1 viſited her in 
her illneſs, and was therefore a witneſs to that ſweet 
reſignation and confolation which ſhe was favoured 
with. At the requeſt of her friends I preached a 
funeral ſermon on the occaſion, from the affecting 
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words of our Saviour, Luke xxiii. 28. Daug lter: 
of Feruſalem, weep not for me; but weep for your- 


ſelves, and your children, ſid 
The chapel was much crouded, and the congre- 5 
gation was much affected. I printed the ſermon, 
which I hope has been a word in ſeaſon to many a * 
troubled ſoul. nel 
Before the end of the year, I preached one Sun- we 
day morning in the Market-Place at Sa/op,. and to | 
met with no other moleſtation than a few clods 
and ſmall ſtones. So I gave notice that I would 7 
preach again in the evening, at a place called the muc 
„ When I drew near the place, there was ther 
a little army gathered 4 with ſtakes or clubs. fitas 
They did not ſtay till I came to the place; but ther, 
eame on furiouſly, ſo that I was ſoon hemmed in n 
on every ſide. Tney ſeemed a little at a ſtand, form 
when I demanded to know what they wanted! we 


However they rallied, and though they did not 
Arite me, they kicked me about to ſome purpoſe. Para, 
| By degrees they hurried me up to the door of a fone. 
is houſe which belonged to a Juſtice of Peace. I 
thought there might be ſomething providential in Ne 
this; and took the liberty of going to deſire his many 
protection. The Juſtice was at the coffee-houſe, tionat 
| but I ſent for him; the mob by this time had fil- Wm 
* led the ſtreet, and were roaring like lions. At whats 
| length the Juſtice came. He ſaid, Tell me who W aMiq; 
have hurt you; and I will ſend for a warrant for kindn 
them; and after a little incoherent talk, fairly | 
ſhoved me out of doors, into the midit of the mob. WI 
Providence held them from ſtriking, or a very few her fir 
j blo's might have ended the buſineſs. I likewiſe 
4 kept on my feet, for if I had once been down, * Th, 
there was no likelihood I ſhould have riſen again. En; yet 
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But J was covered with dirt * head in nyſelf ar 
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All the filth they could ſcrape up was thrown, and 
when I attempted turning my face away on one 
fide, I met it on the other, hich way to go I 
knew not, nor indeed could I go any way, but juſt 


on, cry out, for ſhame, for ſhame ;” this occaſioned 

y A a quarrel among themſelves. Mean time, an ho- 
neſt man opened. his door: ſo I ſlipt in, and went 
out by a back way, not much hurt, but dreadfully 

un- bedaubed; fo that I really needed much waſhing 

and to be touched. 

ods 

wald 


The next year the Society in Dublin being in 
much confuſion, Mr. Meſley defired me to go'thi- 
ther, My affectionate partner was in a very unfit 
fituation for croſſing the water. When we got 
but there, ! was in great hopes, for ſeveral weeks, the 
d in deſired end would be accompliſhed. But my 
and, former antagoniſt coming to Dublin, who had been 
the occaſion of the contuſion, I had all my work 
| not BW to do over again. But he is gone, and I hope to 
poſe. Paradiſe. "There I ſhall leave him; but he occa-. 
fioned my path to be very rough in Dublin,* 


Notwithſtanding fome croſs things, I met with 
many friends, who ſhewed themſelves very affec- 


power to ſtrengthen my hands, and help me in 


afflicted wife. The Lord reward them for their 
kindneſs in that great day. 


While we were there, my Wife was delivered of 
her firſt child; and not being ſkilfully treated, ſhe: 


* Though it was my misfortune not to agree with Mr. Mor- 
dan; yet there were many excellent things in him, ſuch as I with 
to mitate ; and my reaſon for mentioning the above, is to caution 
myſelt and others againſt diſcord. 
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as my maſters drove me. At length I heard ſome 


tionate and loving; and did every thing in their 


whatever I ſtood in need of, and to comfort my 
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Had ſuch a complaint in her breaſt as was ſuppoſe 4 


to be a confirmed cancer. The anguiſh which [ 
ſaw her daily in was ſuch an affliction to me, as J 
never experienced before. 1 his continued nine 
months, during which, every means was tried 
which could be deviſed. At length, partly by a 


very abſtemious diet, partly by taking quickſilver, 5 


with the application of boiled hemlock outwardly, 
through the bleſſing of God, a perfect cure was 
effected. But before this we removed. to Corte, 
leaving our infant above an hundred miles from 
us; but though the nurſe was a Papiſt, | have 
reaſon to believe ſhe did her duty to the chüld. 


I found Core was not as I had left it, about 
four years ago. Then every thing appeared lively; 
now, alas! all was dull and languid, the prayer- 
meetings were dropped, diſcipline was not kept up, 
and the Society was much decayed. I laboured 
with my might to revive the former flame ; but, 
how hard is it to regain the ground which is loſt! 


A little before I left Core, I was at Bandon one 
Sunday. It happened-there was to be a-review on 
the Monday, of a regiment of light-horſe.. While 

I was preaching, Colonel Valpele, and all the Of. 
ficers came, and behaved in a moſt indecent man- 
ner. On my ſpeaking to them; the Colonel or- 
dered four trumpeters from the barracks into the 
middle of the congregation, and commanded them 
to ſound. - I gave out. © Praiſe. God,“ &c. and 
when it was ſung, begarr again; ſo tltat the poor 
trumpeters ſounded till they were black in the face, 
and at laſt were fairly worn out. This ſo enraged 
the Colonel, that he-everr foamed with rage and 
blaſphemies, and I expected every moment his 
cane would have been laid upon the poor mens 


heads, However, at laſt, they all retreated, anc 
- of 
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got little but ſhame for their trouble. As the Co- 


" Jonel was in liquor, I took the liberty to ſend him 


a few lines the next morning, and was told he ſaid, 

he would not be pry or ſuch an indiſcretion again 
for twenty pounds. But as I was preaching in the 
market-houſe the next night, the Officers came 
again. They ſtood a while pretty attentive, and 
then broke out into horrid blaſphemies, and were 
for forcing their way through the people to pull me 
down. But a pretty large number, chiefly old 
women, violently engaged them, and gained a 
complete victory : So that . was left in peaceable 
poſſeſſion of the field, and finiſhed my diſcourſe 
quietly. The hiſtory of this engagement was pub- 
liſhed in the Freeman's Journal, and ſent all over 
the kingdom. | 


In July, 1770, J left Corte, and ſet out for Eng- 
land, taking Dublin in the way. We embarked 
there in a ſmall cutter for Liverpool, taking our 
little child with us. After we had got out at ſea, 
there fell a dead calm; ſo that we could not move 
forward at all. Our proviſions fell ſhort. As for 
my wife, ſhe being ſick, could eat nothing; and 
as for myſelf, I was not anxious. But I felt 
for the poor child, only ſeventeen months old. 
We had only a little very bad bread; and ſome 
ſtinking water; but the patient little creature would 
take a morſe] of the bread, and drink a little of 
that water, and fo lie down again quite content. 
The veſſel” was full of the moſt abandoned clowns, 
chiefly new recruits ; ſo that their oaths and low- 
lifed obſcene jeſts made it a kind of a floating-hell. 


We ſpent the Sabbath at Liverpool, where I 
- to a large congregation out of doors. 
rom thence we went to Che/ter, where we ſpent 
two or three comfortable days; and fo on to Man- 
55 ; cheſter, 
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#befer, . the place of my deſtination for the year. ? 


dr. 
was glad that I was in England again; where I ex. dit 
pected to find genuine religion. found my dili- tur 
ent and indetatigable predeceſſor, Mr. MHAather, tio 
done all that a laborious man eould do to put on 
the Circuit into order, excepting that he had left a ple 
family in the Preacher's houſe, which neither ſuit- 
ed with them nor us. Indeed the houſe wanted : 
furniſhing ; but every thing needful was eaſily for 
nted. I have much reaſon to acknowledge the hig 
kindneſs of that people; for i was more expenſive I b 
to them than I have been to any Circuit before or fou 
ſince. Vet every thing was done without grudging. thir 
Here my dear partner had a long and dangerous the 
fever; but no aſſiſtance was wanting, and all ex- prid 
pences were cheerfully paid. "They did the fame thin 
when ſhe lay-in; ſo that i had no weight or care ſom 
on that head. Here I ſpent two comfortable years, duty 
and had the ſatisfaction to ſee ſome fruit of my la- prea 
bour ; eſpecially the latter year. buſi! 
prid 
While I was in the Manchester Circuit, J pub- year 
liſhed the Diſcourſe upon Thoughts, Words and intin 
Actions, intitled 4 Cry to the Profeſſors Cun— labo! 
cience, &c. I have the comfort to find that plain hand 
fmall tract has been uſeful; touching the very to tl 
cauſes of back-ſliding from the Living God. k How 
pretends to- nothing high or elegant, but purely deter 
that which is experimental and practical, and as than 
ſuch, has anſwered the end which I propoſed. To Circy 
God our Saviour be the praiſe. 5 
0 
My two years being expired, I left this agreeable begar 
Circuit wit much regret, I came into the 1 duct; 
Circuit, expecting 1 was going into the land of WW God 
Goſhen. But, oh, the amazing difference! There dice 
was a general dullneſs; no drfcipline, and ſcarce the C 
one Claſs met well; I ſcarce ever came in ſo bad f. 


dreary 
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dreary a region. Their ſinging indicated the con- 
dition they were in: For the few that did ſing, 
ſung as if they were half aſſeep. The congrega- 
tions were ſo ſhrunk at B:r/ta/, that they preached 
on a Thurſday evening in the kitchen, and had 
plenty of room. 


The houſe was in great want of neceſlaries 
for there was not one decent thing in it. It was 
highly neceſſary, if poſſible, to awaken the people. 
began at Biiſtal, and ſo proceeded; but! ſoon 
found my head in hot water. When I wanted 
things a little more decent in the dwelling-houſe, 
the Circuit echoed from ſide to ſide with m 
pride and lordlineſs; and a world of ill- natur 
things were faid, which made my way very trouble- 
ſome. One cauſe of which was, I thought it my 
duty to keep cloſe to my ſtudy, except when 
preaching, viſiting the ſick, &c. or other neceſfary 
buſineſs called me out. This was conſtrued into 
pride and ſtatelineſs. I think, for the firſt half 
year, I never had ſuch a time in my life. It was 
intimated to me, ſeveral times, that my fellow- 
labourers helped on the diſcontent in an under- 
hand way. How this may be, was beſt known 
to themſelves; but it was a heavy time to me. 
However, being ſenſible I was doing my duty, I 
determined to continue the fame — rather 


than alter my plan, I would chuſe to leave the 


Circuit. 


Towards the latter end of the year, great numbers 
began to have a more favourable idea of my con- 
duct; they believed I acted from principle, and 
God owned my poor labours. However, preju- 
dice continued in many to the laſt, and when 
the Conference drew on, I found a private cabal 


bad formed a letter or two againſt me, in which 
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my pride and niceneſs were not forgot, and ſeveral 
ſurmiſes added, as if I was a Calviniſt, and an 
enemy to the Church. They had their deſire, and 
J had the happineſs of being removed to Bradford, 


My laſt year's treatment had left a ſoreneſs upon 
my mind; but it was ſoon healed by a kind { 
people. I did not find much life amongſt them inge! 
at firſt; but whatever J ſaid was well received; my the! 
fellow-labourers alſo joined hand in hand, ſo that drag 
the work of God was greatly revived. This year again 
I was viſited with a fever, but found God very Wt ſtand 
preſent and precious, ſo that this alſo was for my adio 
good. The ſecond year we had a bleſſed out- 


pouring of the Spirit; believers daily were multi- Pe 
plying, ſo that during theſe two years, above ſix preac 
hundred ſouls were joined, and many, nay moſt of Thy 
them continue to this day. Great numbers were ſin 40 
likewiſe renewed in love, and enabled to rejoice but | 
evermore, pray without ceaſing, and in every thing have 
nn give thanks. 4 
i | uſefu 


55 My next remove was to Kighley. This Cireuit i and 
was a mere ſcarecrow on various accounts; ſo that 
L entered into it with little leſs than horror. I here In 
was a family in the Preaching-houſe, which I was don, 
obliged to remove. The houſe was to furniſh, and pecia 
put into repair; and had to beg the money up ble, 
and down, which is not pleaſing work. in th 
| The Circuit was a large rambling range. Was All a: 
'F to be but three or four days at K:gh/ey in fix weeks; ſolem 
3 and many of the congregations were very ſmall; all i in t! 
Which were compleatly diſagreeable circumſtances. breac 
However, entered upon my work in the beſt man- degre 
ner could. ſoon got the houſe put into good ſo in 
repair, and well furniſhed; ſo that my family were places 
, comfortably ſituated. God likewiſe revived his by, at 


| work in many places, ſo that between four and five iſ ''bert 
| | hundr e be all 
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tundred were joined during the year; and the 
oreater part were able to give a reaſon of the hope 


5 that was in hem. A little before the Conference, 
hing to preach one Sunday evening at Padiham, 
the houſe was by far too ſmall for the congregation. - 


It being a fine evening, we choſe a convenient place 
to preach on out of doors. While was preach- 
ing to a large congregation, the Miniſter came at 
the head of a mob, in his gown and caſſock, and 
dragged me down: As ſoon as could, i mounted 
again, and again was joſtled down. I attempted 


8 ſtanding up a third time, but to no purpoſe; ſo we 


adjourned to the Preaching-houſe. 


Perceiving the bible ſo much negle&ed, I 
preached from Pſalm cxix. II. at Hepton/tall, 
Thy word have I hid in my heart, that I might not 


fin againſt thee. The people would take no denial, 


but inſiſted on my printing the Sermon, which I 
have done, entitling it, The Word of God a hid 


8 Treaſure. I have reaſon to hope it has alſo been 


uſeful. That is my great end, both in ſpeaking 
and writing. 


In July 1776, I went to the Conference at Lon- 
don, preaching at ſeveral places by the way, eſ- 


pecially Nottingham, where there is a loving, ſenſi- 


ble, judicious people, and at their requeſt * preached 
in the Market place to a large attentive audience, 
all as peaceable as if they had been in the moſt 
ſolemn temple. Surely God has ſomething to do 
in this town. From London J rode to 2 
preaching in ſeveral places by the way with ſome 
degree of ſatisfaction, eſpecially at Bath and Briſtol; 
ſo in like manner from Briſtol | preached at ſeveral 
places, as Glouce/ter, Worcefter, Birmingham, Der- 
by, and Sheffield, meeting with loving people, and 
liberty in ſpeaking to them. To God our Saviour 
be all the glory! Re» 
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' Returning to Kighley, I divided the circuit into 
two very compact rounds, making Colne and the 
Societies which ſurrounded it, into a circuit by it- 
ſelf, by which means both the circuits are become 
very agreeable; but an unlucky affair happening at 
Colne, put a great damp to the work there. 


We had with much difficulty raiſed a fine large 
chapel, and being completed, ir. /7/ley came to 
open it, and being much crowded both above and 
below, and the timber of the galleries not being ſuf- 
ficiently ſtrong, juſt when Mr. //:/ley and i had 
got into the pulpit, before he began, all of a ſudden 


one of the galleries ſunk down, and abundance of 


people had legs, arms, or thighs broke. The 
confuſion, as may eaſily be imagined, was very 
arts and the cries of ſuch as were maimed, and 
uch as were frightened, were truly piercing. Great 
many falſe reports ſpread concerning this awful ad- 
venture. Some ſaid the whole chapel was in danger, 
and therefore durſt not come into it. However, by 
one means or other, the work got a dreadful ſtun, 
which | fear it will not recover very ſoon. 


After ſpending my ſecond year at K:gh/ey, among 
a {imple and loving people, in 1777 1 ſet out for 
the Conference at Briſtol, taking Hancheſter in my 
way, and there i preached in an open place near the 
Intirmary, to a large and well-behaved congrega- 
tion. From thence I preached at AZacclesfield, Mol- 
verhampton, Worceſter, Glouceſter, &c. 1 hope not 
in vain; and after the Conference Iremoved to V ed- 
neſbury in . eee where I had the leſs hopes 
of doing good, becauſe my predeceſſor had done 
all that I could do in any reſpect. | found the 


- houſe bare of furnit re, the Circuit poor, and trade 


bad; ſo that it was hard to put things in order. 


However, I ſet about it, and got my deſign com- 
pleated 
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pleated in that reſpect. But Mill, the great buſiaeſs' 
gave me much uneaſineſs; the Societies were dull, 


Antinomianiſm, and downright Ranteriſm, had ſo 
hid waſte this country, that there were ſmall hopes 
Jof doing much good. My very foul ſunk within 
me, ſo that at times it ſeemed as if I muſt faint. 
L cannot tell how they get their time over, who 
can drag on and ſee no fruit. Were that my caſe, 
I ſhould be ready to conclude, that I was out of 
my place. To me this was a bitter and a trying 
ſeaſon, going round and round, and ſeeing no good 


den effect. However, when the new year came in, God 
2 of revived his work; the preaching abroad in the latter 
[he end of the ſummer, had excited many to come 


7ery and hear. By hearing they were convinced, and 
and many were brought to the knowledge of the love 
reat of God. I think near two hundred were this year 
ad- added to the Societies. 


„by WW Birmingham, which is a principal place in this 
tun, circuit, had for many years been very turbulent, by 

reaſon of the mobbing rabble, but at length an 

honeſt juſtice let them know their place, fo that we 
1ong have peace now. | preached one Lord's day even- 
t for ing in a large ſquare called the-Newmarket. I had 
1 my much enlargement, and the multitude was ſtill as 

night. I ſpoke from Luke xvi. 8. The children f 
this world are wiſer in their generation than the chil- 
dren of light. | have reaſon to hope this diſcourſe 
has not been printed in vain, for it has been much 
read in various places. 


After the next Conference in 1778, I was ap- 
far and trembling, remembering the days of old. 


As my worthy predeceſſor had been much bleſſed 
among the people, and was __ eſteemed by them, 
it 


5 and the congregations miſerably ſmall. Calviniſm, 


pointed for Bir/tal Circuit, into which I came with 


E003 


it made my entrance the more difficult. He had 
much improved the dwelling-houſe, and had re- 

lated ſeveral things, ſo that all who come after 

im will reap the fruit of his labour. I endeavour- 
ed to compleat what he had left undone. There 
had been a bleſſed work in Birſtal, where many 
were ſuddenly brought in; but the fire had not 
ſpread much farther. And as theſe were young 
converts, and not eſtabliſhed, I feared we ſhould 
have a ſad falling away. But this was not the 
caſe; ſome few dropt off, and but a few. On the 
other hand, the awakening ſpread into molt of the 
Societies; ſo that J ſcarce ever ſaw ſo extenſive a 
work. We joined above ſeven hundred this year, 
and the greater part alive to God. I never knew ſo 
ſimple means made uſe of, in the hand of a gracious 
God, to bring ſinners to himſelf. Prayer-meet- 
ings were ſingularly uſeful, and ſo was the preach- 
ing; but thunder and lightning, dreams and vi- 
ſions, ſinging and praying, were all made uſe of 
for the awakening of ſinners. I am now returned 
into that Circuit, and what Providence has yet to 
do in me or by me, I cannot tell. But here I am, 
a monument of amazing mercy, willing to he in 
his bleſſed hands as clay in the hands of the Great 
Potter, ſo that I may in all things be a veſſel meet 
for my dear Lord's 2 ; wiſhing only to finiſh 
my courſe with joy, and the miniſtry which I have 
received from him. 


This year being attended with much unction of 


the Spirit in the Circuit, by bringing many poor 


wanderezs to the fold of the True Shepherd, I had 
ſome pretty ſharp trials to grapple with, in ſome 
private affairs ; among other things, I had a fine boy 
ſeized with fits in a violent manner; for one whole 
day he had them almoſt without intermiſſion; for 


no ſooner did he recover from one, but another 
ſeized 
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home near twenty miles off, on the ſame mournful 
E occation, and riding pretty ſharply upon a high 'h 


E cauſeway, and a hollow road on my left hand, my 


mount his horſe too haſtily, his foot hung faſt in the 


[| 
3 | 
ſeized him. I was ſeveral times fetched home as 
ſuppoſing he was dying. One time being fetched 
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horſe took fright at ſomething, turned round, and 
tumbled down into the hollow way, and fell upon 
me; the man who was with me attempting to diſ- 


ſtirrup, and could not come to = aſſiſtance, on] 
his horſe was quiet and ſtood ſtill, or his caſe 
might have been very bad. In the mean time, my 
horſe lay upon me as if he were dead; and it was 
well he did fo; for had he attempted to riſe or 
ſtruggled with his fore feet, he would have ſtruck 
me even in the face, and might have killed me on 
the ſpot. I thought one of my legs was broke in 
pieces, as it lay under the horſe upon a ſtone. 
However, with hard ſtruggling, I got myſelf from 
under, and after the — oy was gone, I found 
could ſtand, though pretty much cruſhed. How- 
ever, one circumſtance upon another- began to im- 
preſs my mind with ſome very uneaſy ſenſations, 
which gave me pain; but riding in a lonely place, 
Law a ſtrip of clean paper lying on the ground, 
curioſity led me to alight and fee what it was. The 
words written were verbatim thus: The love of 
Chrift is a correfling love; whom he loveth he 
chaſteneth, and correfeth every ſon whom he re- 
cerveth, This was really a word in ſeaſon, a ſweet 
reviving cordial, and I know not that my mind 
has ever been ſo harraſſed fince. By what hand 
the bit of paper was dropped, I cannot tell, but 
the hand of a kind Providence directed it to me. 
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Before I cloſe this narration, there are two things | 
which, in gratitude to my God, I cannot omit. i 


E 2 I mentioned 
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{ mentioned before, how deſirous I was of im- 
proving myſelf in the original languages. 
had made ſome progreſs in Greek, having gone 
through the Greek 'I eftament, and two or three of 
the claſſic authors in that language, I wanted to 
get acquaintance with Hebrew. I procured ſeveral 
books; but they did not anſwer my purpoſe: Like. 
wife while I was in Edinburgh, I employed a Jew, 
a profeſſed Teacher of Hebrew, at an extravagant 
rate, but I ſoon found he was utterly inſufficient 
for what he undertook, as he knew nothing of the 
grammar; ſo that his teaching was a mere impoſi- 
tion. I began to deſpair of attaining it, when Re- 
binſon's Key came in my way, by which I readily 
went through the pſalms. I procured his Manipu- 
tas Lingue Sanctæ, and by the aſſiſtance of that, 
with Buxtarf's Lexicon, I can read my Hebrew 
Bible with pleaſure. By having a particular method 
of ſpending my time, I have found it of the utmoſ 
importance. Hereby I fave much time, and it ir 
likewiſe a means of ſtirring me up. It is true,! 
have little time for chit chat, which has occaſioned 
me many inconveniences. Some have thought me 
very proud and reſerved, becauſe I wou!d not (as 
they call it) be free: 'I hat is, I would not fit and 


chatter with them for hours; tell them a great 


number of little adventures which I had met with. 
I dare not do it; I deem it quite impertinent, and 
in no wiſe calculated to edify. 


My method of ſpending my time is this. The 
time before breakfaſt is wholly devoted to my He- 
brew Bible, comparing the original text with the 
Latin and Fnglith tranſlations; 1 did, for fome- 
time carry about with me the Septuagint tranſlation, 
that is, the Hebrew Bible tranſlated into Greek by 
ſeventy Jews, but finding it to be ſo wide of the 
Hebrew, I have laid it aſide, only conſulting 


occaſionally. 
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After breakfaſt, I write, or read in ſome Latin 
author, till it is time to take horſe. If I do not 
ride, I viſit the ſick, and others, till dinner. Af- 
ter dinner I generally read divinity, hiſtory, geo- 

phy, or philoſophy, till five; and then ſpend 
— time in my Greek Teſtament, and conſider- 
ing the ſubject I ſhall preach from that evening. 
After preaching and Society-meeting, I ſpend the 
little remains of the evening in friendly converſa- 
tion with ſuch as happen to be preſent, till I retire. 
I then note down what has occurred in the day, 
and commit myſelf into the hands of a gracious 
God. This is my general manner of ſpending my 
time; but 1 find a good deal of difficulty in keep- 
ing to it. Sometimes I want convenient retire- 
ment ; ſo that I am obliged to purſue my ſtudy in 
the midſt of children, noife and confuſton *. 


There is a groſs error which ſome of our people 
labour under, that we are not to premeditate on 
what we are to preach; that God is to aſſiſt us in 
an extraordinary manner, and that all ſtudy and 
meditation is taking the matter out of his hands. 
ouch a notion ſerves to patronize a ſluggiſh, loung- 
ing temper : and is evidently productive of confu- 
fon, rhapſody, and nonſenſe. Indeed, if any one 
comes to me for advice, or in diſtreſs of mind, I 
dire-Hy lay aſide every thing elſe, and apply myſelf 
wholly to their cafe; but otherwiſe I keep to my 
regular plan. I wonder every Preacher does not 
keep ſomething of a daily journal ; more eſpecially 
of what paſſes in his own mind. This I have found 
ſo uſeful, that I repent I did not adopt it ſooner. 


The ſole reaſon for inſerting this, is wiſhing to ſtir up ſome 
of my brethren to 1edeem their time ; and what may ſeem a reflec- 
tion in the preceding narrative, is but applicable to very few. My 
brethren in the goſpel I eſteem above all men, 


E 3 The. 


| 
+ 


( 54+ ) 

The other circumſtance which I cannot omit, is, 
my commencing what is called an Arminian. I 
obſerved above, that my firſt religious acquaintance 
were Calviniſts, ſome of whom had been joined 
among the Methodiſts ; from theſe I received ſuch 
accounts as gave me a prejudice againſt them. I 
likewiſe read little elſe but. Calviuian authors, and 
was much delighted with what is called Moderate 
Calviniſm. Indeed there is one branch of Calvi- 
niſm, Reprobation, what Mr. Fletcher calls its left- 
170 which I never could cordially embrace. But 
ſtill I hung in ſuſpenſe, till I read over Mr. ///tey's 
Predeſtination calmly conſidered. Then I bid a 
final adieu to the damning of infants, and the con- 
ſigning of unborn ſouls to hell: His Appeals like- 
wiſe (which I heartily wiſh every perſon, not en- 
tirely drunk with prejudice, to-read over and over) 
were of great ſervice to me. I was now a kind of 
Baxterian, or rather Miltonian, for | ſaw firſt the 
ſcheme in Paradiſe Loſt. And I till confeſs much 
may be ſaid for that ſcheme of thinking, as it ſolves 
many difficulties, and tends- to moderation; but 
ſtill I held faſt by Calvinian Imputed Righteoul- 
neſs, and Calvinian Final Perſeverance: I call them 


Calvinian, to diſtinguiſh them from Scriptural Im- 


uted Righteouſneſs, and Scriptural Perſeverance. 
n this mongrel ſtate I was, when Mr. V eſley pub- 
liſhed his Abridgment of 7. Goodwin on Imputed 
Righteouſneſs. I had never ſo. much as heard of 
his name; and no wonder, for he was a condemned 
heretic among the Calviniſts. This book I read, 
but I did not like it, as he was ſo unmerciful to my 
favourite ſcheme, ſo warmly ſet forth in my favour- 
ite author Mr. Hervy. However, after ſome time 
determined to give him a fair reading, and that! 
might be thoroughly ſatisfied, I read him over 
twice. I ſaw. the truth as clear as the ſhining fun. 


I faw Calvinian. Imputed . Righteouſneſs is down- 
right. 


„ 

right Antinomianiſm.. I ſtill hung in ſuſpenſe 
about final perſeverance, and knew not which fide 
of the queſtion to take, Ihe authors which I had 
been accuſtomed to read were all warm advocates 
for it, and brought ſuch texts, with their comments 
upon them, as ſeemed unantwerable. But Good- 
win's Redemption Redeemed fell into my hands ; 
towards the latter end of which he conſiders the 
ſcriptures alledged, and the arguments brought, 
for Final Perſeverance, and anſwers them in ſo 
= maſterly a manner, as has not left the ſhadow of a: 
doubt upon my mind. So that I am firmly per- 
& fuaded a man may make ſhipwreck of faith and a 
good conſcience. 


hut though my own principles are fixt, yet I 
# with heartily, we could agree to grant each other 
überty of conſcience, as the King grants it to us- 
all. There is no forceing of the underſtanding; the 
attempting of it has frequently lighted up the dread- 
ful flames of perſecution. I muſt confeſs, the un- 
genteel, unchriſtian, fcurrilous treatment, with 
which Mr. Veſley has been treated by ſeveral of the 
| oppoſite party, has given me a very unfavourable 
idea, both of them and the cauſe in which they are 
$ embarked. It ſeems to be the genuine ſpirit of the 
| Synod of Dort, or rather, I may fay, of Queen 

Mary, and Biſhop Bonner. It is moſt certain, that 
giving of hard names, with a deal of low buffoon- + 
ery, will never advance the cauſe of a meek and: 
wwly Jefas. 
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A SUPPLEMENT. 
S the period, which cloſes the foregoing 

narration, I ſpent two years in Yer# circuit, 
in which met with many kind friends. They had 
juſt finiſhed a neat, genteel houſe for the preacher' 
reſidence, and made every thing very convenient, 
A ſmall ſpot of ground * the front I turned into 
a neat little garden. I found the people very loving 
and the congregations encreaſed, and I and my fel. 
low-labourers were received with. very great affec- 
tion. I preached abroad in ſeveral parts of the city, 
eſpecially in the Thur/day-Market, being very wil- 
ling to ſtir up the inhabitants to ſeek for their fal- 
vation. 

Preaching, one Lord's day, in the Thurſday- 
Market, the Lord-Mayor ſent his officers to forbid 
me, and to inſiſt upon my coming down; ] let the 
ſpeaker deliver his meſſage, and then reſumed mj 
diſcourſe, taking no notice of what was ſaid to me, 
as indeed it meant nothing ſaying any thing to the 
officers, ſeeing they only did as they were com- 
manded. I happened to be ſpeaking from a text that 
was ſomewhat ſingular, Acts xvii. 6. Theſe that 
have turned the world upſide down are come hither 
alſo. Our brethren thought it highly adviſable to 
publiſh the ſermon, as we expected to have heard 
further from the magiſtrates ; accordingly : wrote it 
down while every thing was freſh upon my mind, 
and I have reaſon to hope it was uſeful in J, as 


numbers read it, who perhaps never heard one of 


us preach in their lives; nor did [ hear any more 
from the Lord Mayor. 
The moſt diſagreeable thing in this circuit is, the 


ſmallneſs of the congregations; hence one is a 
bur 
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built a ſmall chapel, and it was pretty 


-preaching, 
more for accuracy than life, miſs the mark in Lon- 
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buried alive. There is but little trade in any part 


of the circuit, and where there is but little trade, 


there is ſeldom much increaſe in religion. I hey are 
chiefly farmers in York circuit, and in general, in a 
{tate of great bondage to their wealthy landlords, to 
whom they are a kind of vaſſals, and in the gene- 
ral, dread them more abundantly than they do their 
maker; and though ſome of them have got money 
upon their farms, with a deal of care and hard la- 
bour, yet there are others very hard ſet to live; and 
certainly they are ſome of the greateſt ſlaves in Eng- 


5 land, for they labour hard, and live extreme poorly; 


in ſhort, they ſeem to have little comfort here, nor 
any bright proſpect ef faring much better hereafter. 
However there are a few who labour to keep their 
garments undefiled, and who are very loving to 
ſuch as are ſent to preach-the goſpel among them. 
felt much union of ſpirit, and I hope to meet them 
in the region of eternal bliſs. | 

My two years being expired in this quiet circuit, 
1 et out for the Conference at London, and took the 
Toad through Lincolnſhire, and was traly pained to 


ſee how religion lies in ruins all the way to London, 


] preached in ſeveral places, but the congregations 
were pitifully ſmall, and very languid and dull. 


From Huntingdon ] eroſſed the country to Bedford, 
and preached there, and the next day at Luton, 


where I found my worthy friend, Mr. Cole, had 
| well filled. 
During the Conference week 1 preached in moſt of 


our chapels in London, and found much liberty, eſ- 


pecially at I eſt-Street, $-ven-Dials, and was glad 
to find the people in London love plain, ſimple 
1 think the preachers, by labouring 


Zn; and perhaps that may account for the deadneſs 
which hath been complained of in that city for 
many years. I find the people in London, want and 

f love 


and my fellow-labourer ſet about our work with 


ſeemed happily blended, and ſuited to the people. 


= OW 


love ſomething which will affect their hearts and fir 


up their ſouls. | 

In my return I took Luton, Bedford and Leicefter 
in my way, and had a comfortable time at Netting. 
ham. The people ſeemed to drink in the word as 
the parched ground drinks in the vernal ſhowers, 


people] Such the dear people at Nottingham ſeem 
to be. I do not wonder that their chapel is too 
ſmall, and that they are engaged in building one 
larger, and in a more convenient part of the town, 
and which, | hope, will prove a bleſſing to zaany 
that are yet unborn. 

My deſtination this year was Sheffield, a place 
which will be dear to me while I can remember 
any thing. In general I found things at a low ebb, 
and did not wonder much at that. However, I 


gu unanimity of ſpirit; and our different gifts 


The large chapel was well filled, and though ſeveral 
detached parties ſet up, yet it ſeemed to affect us 
very little. *Tis true there are ſeveral unpromiſing 
places in the circuit, and ſome towns, eſpecially 
Doncaſter, a pretty genteel town, but very deſtitute 
of religion. Indeed the chapel is in a very diſa- 
greeable part of the town, and the little ſociety 
chiefly very poor. Likewiſe in winter evenings 
they are peſtered with the rabble, and in ſummer 
time few will come near. I tried to preach out of 
doors, but I fear it was to little purpoſe. However, 
Sheffield made an ample amends, and as we were a 
whole week in the town at a time, we had time 
upon our hands. We were three preachers, and 
managed with two horſes; a ſcheme which is 
highly advantageous wherever it takes place ; add 
to this, there is a cordial love to their miniſters : 
they really 4ngw them that labour among them, 'I hey 

are 
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BZ arc loving and friendly, and whatever is wanted 
they are ever ready to ſupply, and take a delight in 
making their preachers happy. ILhey don't look 
upon the cauſe, in which they are embarked, as 
E ſomething by the bye, concerning which they are at 
$ liberty to let fink or ſwim; but they look upon it as 
ively the cauſe of God, the buſineſs for which Chriſt 

} Jeſus laid down his life, and as ſuch they conſider 
it as their duty, yea their privilege and honour, to 


: ſupport and propogate it with all their might. 


There is alſo a number of ſerious ſenſible Leaders, 


E who intereſt themſelves in carrying on the work of 
= God, and though there are near thirty of them, yet 
for the two years which I had the happineſs of 
being among them, we always met and parted in 
much peace. 

Our Quarter- meetings were conducted with great 
harmony and concord; every one took ſuch care 
that we never run ſhort, ſo that there were no 
complaints, nor was there cauſe. As they felt 
and cared for their miniſters, ſo they conſidered every 
| thing in the way of houſekeeping was become dear, 
and with great chearfulneſs augmented the aſſiſt- 
| ance to ſupport the preachers and their families. 


For my own part, I have much reafon to acknow- 


8 ledge the many favours, both public and private, 
| which I and my family received from that affec- 


tionate and liberal hearted people. May the Lord 
abundantly reward them] Indeed I believe he 


does; many he bleſſes in their baſket and in their 


ſtore in an ample manner. 

In Rotherham, in like manner, there are a few 
particularly dear to me, whoſe friendſhip and happy 
fellowſhip, gratitude will ever -oblige me to ac- 
knowledge in the moſt affectionate manner, 

I have reaſon to bleſs God that I ever came into 
this circuit; his preſence I have often experienced, 
and glory be to his dear and adorable name, I did 

Not 
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not labour in vain; good was done; ſinners. wen 
convinced and converted, believers Were ſtrengthen- 
ed and edified, and backſliders healed. Find. 
ing the glorious. Godhead of Chriſt ſtruck at, by a 
number of men united, who called themſelves, 
The Untarian. Club, I preached and printed a ſer. 
mon to prove that he who died for us is, in the moſſt 
unlimited ſenſe, OVER ALL, Gop BLESSED FOR 


EVER, 
Application. would have readily been. made- for: 


my continuance another. year, but as I knew. it 


would be in vain, I deſired them not to do it. And 
here, friendly reader, with the conclufion: of my; 
labours among this friendly and much eſteemed! 
people, I will conclude my narrative; may they 
may you and. | happily meet in the kingdom of aur: 


gear Immanuel. AmMEN.! 
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